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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
SAMUELS BEGINS NEW CAREER 
September 4 , 1 996 
CHARLESTON --At 61, Annette Samuels, former press secretary to 
Washington, D.C., Mayor Marion Barry and the first African-American woman to 
serve as a spokesperson for the president of the United States, is stepping out of 
the political arena and stepping into the college classroom. 
"I thought teaching would be an interesting way to spend the last quarter 
of my life, " said Samuels, the newest member of the journalism faculty at Eastern 
Illinois University -- a traditional, residential university located in Charleston in east 
central Illinois, about 1 50 miles south of Chicago. 
"Teaching is something I've always had in the back of my mind; it was just a 
matter of when was the right time. This is the right time for me. Teaching will give 
me greater freedom to explore, review and share my experiences and knowledge 
with young people so they have a better sense of what the world was and is like, 
particularly in communications," Samuels added. 
"EIU and the Department of Journalism are fortunate to have a person of Ms. 
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Samuels' experience and excellence join our faculty," said Les Hyder, journalism 
department chairman . 
Teaching is not altogether new to Samuels, who taught a summer workshop 
at Eastern in 1991 on communicating in a multicultural society. She also has 
presented more than 1 00 media workshops and seminars for public relations 
professionals. 
Samuels brings to Eastern more than 25 years of experience as a senior 
administrator, public affairs director and fundraiser in the public and private sectors. 
She most recently was a public relations consultant and before that served 
as the executive director of the D.C. Commission for Women where she was an 
advisor and spokesperson for the city government on women's issues. 
Before joining the commission, she was ombudsman for the District of 
Columbia where she dealt with unfair labor practices, cases of alleged sexual 
harassment, employee misconduct and citizens' complaints. 
She also has served as senior aide to Congressman Charles Rangel (D-NY) 
and was press secretary to the House Operations Committee chaired by 
Congressman John Conyers (D-MI) . 
Samuels perhaps was most visible during five-and-a-half years on the firing 
line between Washington, D.C., Mayor Marion Barry and the press and during a 
two-year stint in the White House as assistant press secretary to former President 
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Jimmy Carter. 
Prior to her appointment at the White House, Samuels was employed as an 
associate director for public information in the Women's Division of New York 
Governor Hugh L. Carey's office. 
She also has worked as executive editor of Community News service, a New 
York City-based wire service. 
Samuels was former senior editor for Tuesday Publications; metropolitan 
reporter/producer for WRVR radio in New York; the first fashion editor of Essence 
magazine; and assistant fashion editor for Family Circle magazine and for Conde 
Nast publications. 
As a freelance writer, Samuels' by-line appeared in the New York Amsterdam 
News, the New York Voice, Black Enterprise and Women Today. 
Samuels made her early career moves with only a high school diploma and as 
a single mother raising six children in the Bronx. It wasn't until later in life that she 
attended college, earning a diploma from the Women's Campaign School at Yale 
University and a master in public administration degree from the John F. Kennedy 
School of Government at Harvard University in 1989. She also attended American 
University and New York University. 
Samuels hopes her willingness to meet challenges and self-confidence will be 
"catching" to Eastern students enrolled in her "Journalism and Democracy" and 
"Women and the Media" classes. She also will teach public relations and minorities 
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and the media courses and advise Minority Today, a monthly student newspaper. 
"My ability to persevere should be helpful as a means of encouraging young 
people to pursue their goals. I think what I brought with me as an adult is what I 
learned as a child, that is I could do anything I wanted to do, I just had to believe 
that I could," Samuels said. 
"I am most looking forward to working with young people and having an 
opportunity to get a greater grasp on what is happening in higher education, in 
particular. I'm very concerned that young people are not learning to learn, but are 
learning to earn. Higher education is not about what you earn, but what you learn 
so you can earn. 
"I don't claim to have all the answers and strongly believe that respectful 
debate is important in the learning environment. My method of teaching includes 
asking questions, encouraging inquiry and having faith in young people's abilities," 
Samuels noted. 
The experiences she likely will share with students include her association 
with Mayor Marion Barry and President Jimmy Carter. 
Samuels handled press relations for Barry when his administration was 
rocked by one scandal after another, including convictions of several top-level 
officials. 
"I had a wonderful experience working with Mr. Barry over the years as his 
press secretary and director of communications for the D.C. government. In my 
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early years with him, he was in full charge of his facu lties and had the ability to 
encourage and foster change. His later years, however, represented great tragedy. 
He betrayed my trust and the public's," recalled Samuels, who has publicly 
criticized the District 's support of and reelection of her former boss, who was jailed 
for smoking crack cocaine and committing perjury. 
Samuels voiced compassion for the Carters. "President and Mrs. Carter are 
wonderful examples of public officials' commitment to the public good." 
" It was an awesome experience working for the White House and an even 
more awesome experience when you realize that what you say could possibly 
impact the world. It was a wonderful learning experience, though." 
Samuels laughed when asked whether she would consider re-entering 
politics. "How do you stay away from the most exciting arena in the United States 
of America? I don't view myself as leaving politics. I think politics is what makes 
this country move. It's the motor. And, it's a very well-run, well-kept motor. 
"I say this because I'm particularly disturbed that the public has such a 
negative view of the politicians of our nation and has in some way pulled away 
from holding them accountable. I think most politicians are honest and that they 
care. We must remember that our democracy is unique and special and that we 
need to do everything we can to preserve it." 
Samuels admitted that she hasn't had time to follow this year's presidential 
campaign as closely as usual. "It's boring, " she related, expressing particular 
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disappointment with the lack of serious debate of important issues that face the 
nation. 
An advocate for women, Samuels believes that women have made 
significant progress in securing leadership positions in politics, but contends that 
"we have a long way to go baby." 
"What worries me more is not whether women have made great strides as 
women, but the fact that younger women don't understand that we must continue 
to pursue those goals. Right now, there seems to be the attitude that if you' re an 
advocate for women, you're against men and, therefore, that's not good. There is a 
lot of apathy and fear among women. I believe that moderation at the leadership 
level will help alleviate that," Samuels asserted. 
As to her short-term goals, Samuels plans to get back to work on a 
biography on Marion Barry that has been gathering dust. She also intends to 
develop a series of lectures on women of color in politics and explore issues dealing 
with women in the media. 
-30-
